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meaning intact. His worship was confined to a few places, the
most important of which was the island of Ehodes. An annual
festival, attended with musical and athletic contests, was here
celehrated with great pomp in honour of the sun-god. He is
portrayed by the poets as a handsome youth with flashing eyes
and shining hair covered with a golden helmet. His daily office
was to "bring the light of day to gods and men, which he per-
formed hy rising from Oceanus in the east, where the Ethiopians
live, and completing his course along the firmament. For this
purpose the post-Homeric poets endow him with a sun-chariot
drawn by four fiery horses; and though Homer and Hesiod do
not attempt to explain how he passed from the west where he
sets, to the east where he rises, later poets obviate the difficulty
by making him sail round half the world in a golden boat
(according to others a golden bed); and thus he was supposed
again to arrive at the east. In the far west Helios had a
splendid palace, and also a celebrated garden, which was under
the charge of the Hesperides. He is described as the son of the
Titans Hyperion and Thea, whence he himself is called a Titan.
By his wife Perse, a daughter of Oceanus, he became the father
of ^Eetes, King cf Colchis, celebrated in the legend of the
Argonauts, and of the still more celebrated sorceress Circe.
Another son of Helios was Phaethon, who, in attempting to
drive his father's horses, came to an untimely end.

Helios sees and hears everything; whence he was believed to
bring hidden crimes to light, and was invoked as a witness at
all solemn declarations and oaths.

All the stories relating to Helios were gradually transferred to
the Roman Sol, who was originally a Sabine deity, chiefly by
means of the Metamorphoses of Ovid. The untiring charioteer
of t'te heavens was also honoured as the patron of the race-
course.; but he never attained a prominent position in religious
worship;..